


upon employees and their families. Any services transferred between locations will require
employees to commute greater distances. As a result, many of the VA's skilled professionals
may seek alternative employment doser to home, leaving the system without their expertise and
jeopardizing their continuity of care. The shortage ofhealthcar.e professionals in the VA is
already serious. The proposals, aspresented, wouIdeause anadditionaldrainon the current
workforce, and recruiting health care workers to replace that loss does not seem possible under
the current compensation and benefits available.

Third, we are concerned that your study assumes that the Causeway Street Outpatient
Clinic will be closed in 2006. As you may know, we passed legislation to ensure that the
Causeway clinic must remain open at least until the CARES study was complete. The intent of
the law was for the futUre of the Causeway Clinic to be included as part of your study.
Assuming the closure of the Causeway Street Clinic as part of the study violates the clear intent
of Congress. We urge you to follow through with your obligations to assess all VA facilities in
the Boston area, including the Causeway clinic. Boston is the largest metropolitan area in the
region with the highest concentration of veterans. Any realistic attempt to provide accessible
care to veterans in VISN 1must include a downtown Boston C]inie. Currently, the Causeway.
Street Clinic fills that role, and its closure would create a void in the region. Homeless veterans,
disabled veterans and many other veterans struggling with difficult or chronic health conditions
rely on the downtown site because of its convenient location, and we are especially concerned
that a significant portion of these veterans wiIJ be unwiHing, or even unable, to travel to a site
outside of downtown Boston.
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We cannot support any proposal that will reduce the health care services available to

these veterans. Our men and women in uniform are making great sacrifices for the nation in Iraq
and Afghanistan. They should not have to sacrifice their health care when they return. We urge
you abide by the CARES mandate and reject any proposals that do not enhance health care for
veterans.

We look forward to working closely with you to enable the VA to continue to provide its
essential services to veterans in Massachusetts. We urge you to take our suggestions into
consideration as you move forward with your study.

With respect and appreciation,

~
Sincerely,
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